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I visited my alma mater’s campus to see the Hearth: Memorial to the Enslaved earlier this semester. The Hearth is at the center of William & Mary’s Historic Campus and is a short walk away from Colonial Williamsburg. The campus often welcomes Williamsburg locals, whether they're students or out for a walk with their dogs. So, unsurprisingly, there were small clusters of visitors around the monument upon my arrival. As you approach the entrance of the Hearth, a stone sign extends a welcome through three quotes authored by Robert F. Engs, Nikki Giovanni, and James Baldwin, distinguished individuals whose works have inspired or contributed to the memorial. All three quotes confront the meaning of being Black in America and the history of enslavement. This sign clearly expresses the Hearth’s argument that the history of enslavement in the Williamsburg area should be as visible as the institution’s other infrastructure. A stone sign titled “The History of ‘Hearth’” provides more information on the Hearth and how Engs’ Lemon Project was the backbone of the initiative to create the monument. While there aren’t any primary materials for interaction or immediate access, “The History of ‘Hearth’” references the “List of Slaves owned by the College of William & Mary”. These names on the list are what the faculty and students of the Lemon Project sought to memorialize. Even the unnamed men and women who were forced into enslavement were memorialized in the monument. This serves as a testament to the site's mission: to recognize the institution’s connections to slavery and offer a tangible reminder of the enslaved individuals it held.
	The Hearth is a somewhat abstract brick structure with a semi-arch inside, intended to resemble a fireplace. There are bricks on the outside of the monument, marked with the names of enslaved people held by the College of William and Mary. Alongside bricks bearing names, there are also bricks labeled “unknown man” or “unknown woman” with a year, honoring those who remain unnamed in the record. The site is an open area, with the Hearth at its center. On one side of the monument, there is an open patch of grass, and on the other, level grassy plains, both for hosting events and encouraging the audience, members of the Williamsburg community, to visit the memorial. Due to the memorial's open design, it is easy to navigate. It benefits the user to have multiple traffic flows, as they encourage the communal aspect central to the monument. In fact, it’s commonplace for events to be hosted in the space, each subject to individual approval. On a typical day, though, the Hearth’s visitors are William & Mary students who are passing by or relaxing in the area. Interpreters are uncommon at the Hearth; however, campus tour guides serve as interpreters for visitors. Their public interpretation of the Hearth is brief, though. 
	The physical site for the Hearth could be greatly improved by adding a placard explaining the campus's geography. Additionally, a QR code could allow visitors to access shortened versions of articles on the digital site or view photos of the site’s development. Lastly, since there was a ceremony to celebrate the start of construction, it would have been nice to include a placard that commemorates the efforts behind the monument’s creation. 


DIGITAL SITE REVIEW
	The header of the Hearth: Memorial to the Enslaved digital site shows the monument itself and an outline of the Sankofa seed statue, created by Steve Prince. The site’s design is not unique compared to other William & Mary sites, but its simplicity makes it easy to navigate. The initial window provides a brief overview of William & Mary and its history of slaveholding, while including a link to reserve the Hearth, which is common practice for Black organizations affiliated with the university and the greater Williamsburg area. The sidebar navigation displays eight sections that address different topics related to the monument. ﻿The Hearth’s digital site offers a much more detailed explanation of the site's purpose and the mission of the group behind it. ﻿The site details how endeavors at other institutions led William & Mary to interrogate how they’ve benefited from the labor of enslaved people.
	Unlike the physical site, the digital site’s audience is composed of student researchers, faculty, and individuals interested in reserving the space. The digital site is more explicit about William & Mary’s slaveholding past and how slave labor was responsible for the campus’ infrastructure. ﻿The site’s sub-sections, “Slavery at William & Mary: A Brief Overview” and “Historic Campus,” outline how the campus has changed over time and offer a comprehensive list of sources, including a list of enslaved people owned by the university. After reading the article, it is evident that the user is expected to have some knowledge of William & Mary's geography. The interpretive point of view focuses on the implications of the university’s reliance on slave labor. The site relies heavily on written content to convey this interpretation. Although the site has two photo galleries, the lack of photos of the monument or any interactive features is a missed opportunity. Adding a 3D render that lets users move around the monument would significantly enhance the digital experience. Honestly, providing more photos of the monument would help, especially since some images are from the opening four years ago.
	The site credits the Lemon Project: A Journey of Reconciliation and the Lemon Project Committee on Memorialization for creating the Hearth. Through their section “Design Process,” the architectural design by Will Sendor and the efforts of LPCOM, led by Jody Allen, are credited with bringing the Hearth to life. There is a long list of students and faculty members who contributed to LPCOM around 2017. The list provides their full names and graduation years, but there isn’t a way to contact them directly. Some faculty members, such as Allen, still work at the university and can be found in the faculty directory. However, the site's effectiveness isn’t affected by this, since full names and alma maters are useful for searching for people on networking platforms.
	The digital site is informative and insightful in its portrayal of the story behind the Hearth. However, it feels incomplete due to the lack of interactive elements and outdated photographs. The ongoing mission of LPCOM would be better reflected by featuring more recent contributions to the site.
